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MT. RAINIER, WASHINGTON, FROM PARADISE PARK.
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AS OTHERS SEE IT.

One of the interesting things, to me, 1n connection with Yellowstone
Park, our great national park, 1s to read what foreigners write of 1t. We
are, ourselves, so prone to think that almost everything worth seeing, 1n
the line of natural wonders and scenery, 1s to be found everywhere
except 1in our own land, that it is not only interesting but instructive to
know what travelers trom foreign lands think of the nature wonders we
can show.

Within the last ten years a large number of European travelers have
visited Yellowstone Park, many of them coming for that particular pur-
pose. Some of them have set down in print their impressions and
ideas, all highly flattering to the park, while it is perfectly safe to say
that every mother’s son or daughter of them has been profoundly sur-
prised and impressed by what 1s to be seen.

I have recently come across an interesting book written by an Eng-
lishman of wide travel experience. Maior Sir Rose Lambart Price, Bart.,
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Gardiner Station and Entrance Arch.
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who spent a summer 1n 1897 1n the Northwest as

the guest of General Coppinger, of the United

| States Army. Major Price, atter a summer spent

™. in traveling and 1n hunting in the Northwest

generally, and the Jackson lake country in par-

ticular, thus writes in his book, “A Summer On 1he Rockies,” pub-

lished in LLondon, regarding a view of the Tetons and Jackson lake, just
south ot Yellowstone Park:

“Comparisons are odious ; but on looking at this scene of enchantment, I wonderec
if, in my wanderings over the world, I had ever seen anything that surpassed what |
then looked at. The Swiss lakes, the Italian lakes, Killarney, lakes in North America,
in South America, in Asia, and in Africa all passed in memory’s review—many of them
beautiful, but not one of them more so than the vision of loveliness that now lay
before me.”

Major Price visited the park proper in early October, not the most
desirable time to go. He entered it with a camping outht—the only
way the tour can be made at that time, the tourist season closing Sep-
tember 20th— from the south and left it at Gardiner, the terminus of
the Northern Pacific branch line, at the north. After leaving the park,
he indulges in the following, the excerpt changed slhightly to more
closely accord with the facts than as known to Major Price, perhaps:

“Thus finished our trip through the Yellowstone National Park. It has been one
of the most intense interest ‘from find to finish,” * * * % But what a Park 1t 1s!
What a playground for a nation! Where, in any other country in the world, 1s there
anything like it? It embraces in its limits (sixty-two miles north and south, by fifty-
four miles east and west) mountains from ten thousand to fourteen thousand feet above

Between Livingston and Gardiner. Showing Snowy Range and Yellowstone River.
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Gardiner Canon and Eagle Nest Crag, between Gardiner and Mammoth Hot Springs.

the sea—one valley has an elevation of less than six thousand feet; the geysers outclass
anything of the kind in the known world. There are over thirty-five that throw a
column of hot water from thirty to two hundred and fifty feet in the air, at intervals
of from one minute to fourteen days, and often longer.

“The Grand cafion of the Yellowstone, twenty miles long, with an average depth

of twelve hundred feet, unsurpassed for brilliancy of colouring by anything i1n
nature; the Mammoth Hot Springs, with their coloured terraces; cliffs of volcanic
olass; waterfalls; mountains of petrifications; hills of brimstone; everlastingly snow-
clad peaks—all these, with many more, too numerous to mention, are embraced in the
People’s Park, and over a thousand miles of some of the best trout fishing in the world
1s thrown 1n to help them to enjoy 1t. Our American cousins have every right to feel
proud of their magnificent playground, and they have conferred a benefit on the entire
world by preserving it in 1ts entirety for the national use. It makes me shudder to
think what might have happened, but for the wise forethought that dedicated this
orand property to the people of America and their heirs forever.”

This 1s the calm statement of a deliberate, sane, cool, English world
traveler, and 1t coincides with the expressions of practically all travelers.
Such opinions should cause those Americans who are abundantly able
to do so, and yet do not visit the park, to question their motives and
actions and revise them.

A year or two ago a large party of Germans direct from Germany
visited the park. I became engaged in conversation with one of them,
an elderly man, at the Upper geyser basin.

b

0, sald he, ““and I have
1anges tor the better 1n

‘*“1 went through the park fourteen years a
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returned to see 1t once more. 1 find many ¢

























































































































































































































